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TO THE 


Moſt Illftrious P & 1x cet 


JAMES, 


DUKE of YORK, &c, 
May it pleaſe your Royal Highneſs, 

2d Ome Philoſophers explo- 
ding the Terms of Gra- 
vity and Levity , ſay, 


the reaſon why ſome 


things move upwards and others down- 
ward, is not becauſe one is Heavy, and the 


other 


The Epiſtle 


other Light ; but, becauſe they are Parts, 


every thing would be united to its Whole 
I would be glad, fo far to ſerve my ſelf of the 
Notion now, as to have it believed, that it ts 
not any conceited Lightneſs hath carried this 
little T hing ſo High as your Auguſt and Aw- 
ful Name ; but only the juſt tendency of a 
ſmail Appurtenance of the London-Ariillery, 
zo the Head and Glory of it. I had not 
been ſo Immodeſt as to have brought it to your 
| Feet, had it not been (poken to thoſe Soldiers, 
whom you wvouchſafe to Lead : and in this 
Caſe, I doubt not but the Preſumption of the 
AT , will be excuſed. for its Dutifulneſs.. 
When 


Dedicatory. 


When your Highnels hath ſtill given ſuch 4 
Gracious Reception to ſo many of bis Profeſſi- 


on, as from all Parts of Europe, amazed at 
your early Atchievements and Renown ; were 
Ambitions of beholding, and making themſelves 
Known to You when Tou were Abroad, I 
will not deſpair of this Italian ; who, though not 
for his Quality, for bis Honeſty, may compare 
with the Worthiet of thoſe your Generoſity 
hath been pleaſed to Countenance, If theſe 
Realms for ever henceforward may bave no 
Soldiers, but of ſuch Conſcientions Principles 
as he ; and thoſe Soldiers no Generals, but of 
ſuch Eminent Condudt as your Highneſs, nei- 


ther 


The Epiſtle, OA 


ther we nor our Poſterity will have cauſe to 


fear, either Inteſtine Commotions, or For- 


reign Uſurpations : which is the bearty Prayer 
of, 


Great SIR, 
Your Royal Highnels's 
in all moſt Humble 


and Dutiful Obſervance, 


MEcGor:. 


AcTs. 1o. 1, 2. 


rt. T here was a certain man in Celarea, called 


Cornelius 4 Centurion of the Band called 
the Italian Band. 

2. A devout man, and one that feared God 
with all bis Houſe ; which gave much alms 


to the people, and prayed to God alway. 


8 H E Evangeliſt telleth us 
2 Luke 3. 14. that T he Sol- 
aiers came to Fobn the Þa- 
priſt, and demanded of him, 

ſaying, and what ſhall we 
do ? that they were delſt- 

rous to be informed of their duty, and how 
they ſhould behave themſelves in that parti- 
cular capacity. Your aſſembling your ſelves 


B here 


[2] 
here this day, I muſt, in Charity, conſtrue 
no other, but that you may be reſolved in 
the ſame Queſtion. You have not choſen 
the Church a place for your Rendezyous, 
to do prophane and ſpiteful things in, as an 
Argument of your Zeal for Reformation : 
Nor are you come hither, that you may 
hear the Scriptures wreſted in it, to curle all 
ſuch as will not fight againſt their King ; as 
it rey deſerved it as much as Meroz : Nor 
are you come hither,merely to comply witha 
Popular Ceremony, that you may march as 
ſolemaly as in former Years, toa more plea- 
ſing Entertainment : Bur to be acquainted 
with what is required of you, to take the 
Word of Command from the Lord of 
Hoſts, and to receive his Orders. 

To lerve this End it is, that I have read 
to you this remarkable Deſcription of one 
of your own Profeſſion ; that you may 
Train according to his Diſcipline ; and as 
you ſce he did his Poſtures, ſo Exerciſe your 
lelves. The Characters of excellent Men 
in Holy Writ, are not there as PiRures in 
a Gallery 


= 


[3] 
a Gallery of Pleaſure ; only for Beauty, 


and Entertainment of the Eye ; but like 
Egyptian Hieroglyphicks , whoſe every 
Feature is a Precept ; and the Images con- 
verſe with Men by Senfe and Signification of 
things Material. 

That you may therefore be ſuch Sol- 
diers, as not only to gain your ſelves fading 
Honour in this World, but alſo atchieve 
that which is Immortal in the other : Be- 
hold ſeriouſly for your Pattern this worthy 
Military Man in the T ext before you ; and 
lend me your Patience while I open to you, 
how, T here was a certain man in Ceſarea, 
called Cornelius, a Centurion of the Band cal- 
led the Italian Band. A devout man, and 
one that feared God with all bis houſe ; which 
gave much alms to the people, and prayed to 
God alway. 


In which Account of him, be pleaſed to 
take notice of 

His Profeſſion, and 

His Converſation. 
B 2 His 


[4 

His Profe ſion in the former Verle, T here 
was 4 certain man in Ceſarea- called Cornelius, 
a Centurion of the Band called the Tralian 
Band. 


His Converſation in the other, He was a 
devout man, and one that feared God with all 
his houſe, which gave much alms to the people, 
and prayed to God alway. 


Of the former of theſe more briefly, of 
the latter more largely. 

I begin with the former , his Profeſſion. 
T here was a certain man in Ceſarea called 
Cornelins, a Centurion of the Band called the 
Tralian Band. And here you have four Par- 
ticulars noted of him ; his Place, his Name, 
his Command, his Company. 

The Place he abode in was. Ceſarea. 

The Name he was called by was Corne- 
lins. 

The Command he had was a Centurions ; and 

His Company was the Band called the I- 
talian Band. 

The Place he abode. in was Ceſarea. 

- There 


[5 ] 
There were two of the Name : The one in 
the Tribe of Napthali, called Ceſarea Phi- 
lippi, built by Philip the Tetrarch, in ho- 
nour of his Maſter 7 iberivs : The other was 
in the Tribe of Manaſſeb, on this {ide For- 
dan, called Ceſarea Stratonis ; built by Herod 
the Great, in Honour of Auguſtus Ceſar. 
Clemens Romans and others, call it vey, a. 
ſtrong and well fortifyed place it was, and 
therefore made a. Garriſon by the Romans, 
the better to keep the Jews in Subyeftion.. 
And this was the abode of our 

Cornelivs. They that know any thing 
of the Roman. Story, need not be acquain- 
ted, thar this was the Name of one of the 
molt Illuſtrious Families in Rome: - The 
Scipii, the Lentuli, the Cinne, the Balbi, 
the Rutulz, and many others of Renown; 
which Ant. Auguſtinus hath recounted in his 
Learned 'Trat, De Familiss Romanorum : 
were but ſo many Branches of it. And 
hence our Cornelius is generally ſuppoſed to 
be deſcended, 

What I take notice of it for, is only that 


you. 


[5] 
you may ſee by it, that, as well as he was 
born, he thought the following of Arms no 
ſtain in the leal{i tro his Houſe and Blood. 
This is ſo far from being a Diſhonour to A- 
ny, that ic is indeed that which firſt gave all 
Hereditary Honour to Families. 

Thoſe Great Titles that now diſtinguiſh 
the ſeveral Degrees of Men of Quality, had 
all their Riſe, and were founded in Military 
Services. And though in times of Peace 
and Quiet, they have been ſince conferred 
upon Such as have deſerved well of their 
Countreys upon Civil Scores ; and fome- 
times upon Perſons of overgrown and ex- 
traordinary Riches ; yet they all firſt ſprang 
out of the Field. 

Thus he that led and had the Condud of 
an Army, Quia exercitum ducebat ; from 
thence was called Dux, a Duke. 

He that accompanied the General in his 
Dangers, Qzia comitabatur Ducem ; from 
thence was called Comes, with us an Earl. 

He that defended the Borders againſt In- 


valion, from that Marchia, was called Mar- 


chi9, a Marquels. He 


C73 

He that was of extraordinary Stature, or 
Strength for the Wars, and behaved himſelt 
accordingly ; from the French Ber, was.cal- 
led Bero, or Baro, a Baron. 

I will not detain you with going lower;Mar- 
tial Skill is of ſuch Uſe and Importance in 
the World, that every Nation and People 
have with one conſent, accounted it worthy 
of all Eſteem. Cornelins thinketh it no Diſ- 
paragement to him to be 

A Centurion. This was his Com- 
mand : He was ſuch an Officer, as had 
his Name from having under him one hun- 
dred Men. Verſ. 6. of this Chapter, an 
Angel afſureth him, that if he would ſend tor 
Peter, he would tell him what he ought to 
do: And yet when he cometh to him, you 
do not find that he ſpoke one word of lay- 
ing down his Commiſſion ; it ſeemeth, that 
and his Chriſtianity were both confiltent. 

Ir is true there is a Propheſte, 1ſaz4b 2. 4. 
that in the Goſpel times, they ſhall veat their 
ſwords into plow-ſhares, and their ſpears into 
pruning-books ; Nation ſball. not lift up. ſword 
againſt 


3] 
againit Nation, neither ſhall they learn Var - 
ny more. This is moſt true of the Evange- 
lical Spirit and I emper; itis meek andquiet, 
charitable and inoftentive : They that ſin- 
cerely ſubmit to Chrilt's Yoke, will make no 
Wars, raiſe no Diſturbances : But it is not 
true of the Evangelical Rule and Precept ; 
for if others who are cruel and troubleſome, 
bloody and ambitious, will not ſuffer them 
to enjoy themſelves in their choſen and be- 
loved Peace, then it permitteth them to op- 
poſe Force with Force, and commence W ar. 
Rev. 20. 9g. you read of A Camp of Saints. 
The S-& that taught for Dodrine, all kind 
of War to be unlawful under the Goſpel, 
did fo bchave themſelves, notwithſtanding, 
when they ſaw their time, as hath ſufficient- 
ly convinced the W orld, that they did not 
ſpeak as they meant. Bur whatſoever their 
Judgment were, you fee God's; Nibil detra- 
hit bis tantis bujus militis lIaudibus, faith T er- 
tullian, militem fuiſſe : It is not here mentio- 
ned as the leaſt derogation to the Conlcienti- 
ouſnels and Piety of this Centurion, that he 
was a Centurion. T here 


9] 


There is yet one thing more to be noted 
of him about his Profeſſron, and that is 

His Company, [The Band called 
the Italian Band, Tt is herelaid of the 
Band, of the Band called the Italian Band : 
So that it muſt not be apprehended thar he 
had the Command of the whole Band ; ſuch 
a one is called wiz, Fob. 18. 12. and a- 
mong the, Romans T ribunus, The leaſt 
number that went to make up the «=«eg, or 
Cohort, which we tranſlate a Band, was 
five hundred fitry tive Foot, beſides fifty 
ſix Horſemen ; there were ſome which be- 
ſides one hundred forty two Horſe, had 
one thouſand one hundred and odd men in 
them ; and ſo had ſeveral ſuch Officers as 
theſe belonging to them. 

They had various ways of diſtinguiſhing 
their Bands, and giving names to them. 

Sometimes it was from the Order of their 
Places ; fo they were called the Firs, the 
\ Second Band, &«c, according their Prece- 
dency. 

Sometimes from the Countrys they were 


* quar- 


[10 ] 
quartered in ; fo the German, the Panonian 
Band, becauſe they were there in Service. 

Sometimes from the Commanders they 
were under ; ſo the Auguſtan, the Claudian 
Bands, becauſe Perſons of their Name did 
lead them. 

Sometimes from their own Behaviour ; ſo 
Vittrix, Ferrea, the Conquering, the Iron 
Band, becauſe of Emergencies they appear- 
ed in. | 

Sometimes from the Parts they were ga- 
thered from; 1o this in the Text is called the 
[talian Band , becauſe raiſed out of that 
Countrey : And in this our Cornelins was 
a Centurion. 

And to I have done with the Conſtdera- 
tion of him, as to his Profeſſron. Although 
I have been ſo long preſenting him in his 
Temporal Circumltances, I doubt not but 
you will excuſe me, becaule it hath been on- 
ly in explaining what St. Lxke hath been fo 
accurate in deſcribing : Being a Soldter and 
an Officer, you ſhould not think much of 


the time you have waited on him ; it may 


be 


L117 ] 
be a means to bring you ſomething better 
acquainted with him ; and he is one that 
well deſerveth it, one fit to be an Example 
to all thoſe of his Profeſſion, to all ſucceed- 
ing Ages. 

T hat he may be o to every one of you, 
I now paſs on to that which I mainly de- 
fign ; as being more for your Edification, 
to conſider him in his Behaviour and Con- 
verlation, as you have him here deſcribed 
in the other General of the Text : He was 
a devout man, and one that feared God with 
all bis houſe, which gave much alms to the peo- 


ple, and prayed to God alway. 


There is generally ſo much Licentioul- 
neſs and Wickednelſs among the Soldiery, 
that the Poet hath ſcandalized the whole 
Tribe upon it. 


Nulla fides pietaſque Viris qui caitra fequun- 


THY. 


Theſe (faith he) area fort of People that 
_o- have 


[12 | 
have no manner of Religion or Honeſty at 
all in them. A great deal of pity it ſhould 
be ſo at any time | It is ſad, and may prove 
dangerous, to have the Sword in ſuch mad 
Men's hands. But though it be too often, 

et it is not ſo univerſally, but that (God 
be thanked) there are fome Exceptions : 

You ſee here is one of quite another Make, 
A devout man, and one that feared God, &c. 

Four great Elogiums are given of him. 

The Firſt is, that he was a devout man. 

The Second, that he feared God with all 
his bouſe. 

The Third, that he gave much alms to the 
people. 

The Laſt, that he prayed to God alway. 

_ Each of theſe Qualifications we will con- 
ſider feverally ; not in the General, as they 
are neceſlary for all Men, but (to keep my 
felt tothe Occaſion) particularly,as they are 
requiſite for you Mzhitary Men,it you would 
be Honours to your Calling, and Bleflings 
to your Countrey. 

The Firſt ching that is herefaid in praiſe 
of 


[13 ] 
of him is, that he was a devout man. Let 
them that will, perplex themſelves and o- 
thers, in Controverting whether this Man 
now was, or was not juſtified ; having not 
as yet any Explicite Knowledge of Chriſt, 
It may ſufficeus, that living upto that Light 
which he had, and ſerving God according 
to the beſt of his Underſtanding, the Holy 
Ghoſt here certifieth concerning him, that 
ne was '4is* in other places we uſu. illy tran{- 
late it Godly. He was not one that made 
a Mock of Religion , ſaying in his heart 
there is no God : Not onewhole Mouth was 
full of Bitterneſs and Curling ; laying, Our 
lips are our own, who is Lord over us 9 Not 
one that deſpiſed and calt off all Holy Du- 
ries ; ſaying, What 1s the Almighty, that we 
ſhould ſerve bim. No, though ſuch Pro- 
phane and HeQtoring Sword-men there may 
be, every where but roo many ; this was 
none of them ; He was a Devout Mam. 
He was the better Man for that, you 
will lay, but wherein was he the berter Sol- 
dier ? 
Becaule 


[14 | 

Becauſe it is in that Capacity I ſpeak of 
him here, I will ſhew you in two things. 

Firſt, He was the more Conragzous tor it, 
and 

Secondly the more Orderly. 

Firſt, It made him the more Conragiozs : 
Without this, you know ſuch men are ulſe- 
les. When His People went out to Bat- 
tel, God ordereth, Dent. 20. 2. T he Prieſt 
ſhould approach and ſay to them, let not your 
hearts faint, fear not, &c. And Verſ. 8. at- 
ter that, the Officer was to lay again to them, 
What man 1s there that 1s fearful and faint- 
hearted, let him go and return to his houſe. 
Such as thele are but Galeati Lepores, as Cor- 
nificins called his W hite-livered Men, Hares 
in Helmets ; good for nothing, but to Knn 
before the Enemy. 

It isnot tobe denyed, but that ſome Men 
who are very bad, yet are very ſtout ; but 
(alas!) ſuch an Irrational and Brutiſh Va- 
lour, which they owe merely to their Con- 
ſtitution, can laſt no longer than juſt their 
Inconſideration. For who can imagine, that 
that 


L 15 ] 
that Man will in cool Thoughts venture his 
Life, whoſe Conſcience telleth him he is in 
no meaſure prepared for Death ? Saul was 
no Coward ; and yet, when he heareth his 
Death toretold certainly, his Spirit fo faileth 
him, he ſwooneth away upon it ; 1 Sam. 
25. 20. 

But he who hath well-grounded Hopes 
of a better Lite, how undauntedly, when 
he is lawfully called to it, will he hazard 
this ? 'This is that, to which the Apoſtle at- 
tributeth the Heroick Performances of Gi- 
deon, Barach, Sampſon, Fephthah, David, 
&c. Heb. 11. 3. It was 7 hrongh faith they 
waxed valiant in fight, and turned back the 
Armies of the Aliens. "That is one good In- 
fluence Devorion hath upon Soldiers ; It 
maketh them more Couragious. 

The other is, It maketh them more Or- 
derly. The Diffolutenels and Rudenels of 
Armies is ſo common and notorious, that 
they are dreadful to their own Side, almoſt 
as much as to their Enemies. What the 


Hiſtorian ſaithof Aurelian, that he governed 
his 


[16 | 
his Men with that Auſterity, that after he 
had once puniſhed, nonedurſtoffend in that 
kind any more ; muſt be underſtood with 
very large Allowances, to make truth of it. 
The ſharpeſt Puniſhments that ever yet were 
inflicted tor any Crime, have not been able 
to terrifie ſo, but that in ſuch a Body, there 
{ti]l were more would venture them. 

But though all the Care and Severity of 
Diſcipline is not ableto prevent ſuch things, 
this will. The Devout Man hath a Rule 
within him more exa& and ſtri& than any 
Martial Law ; that whereas others, by their 
Violent Outrages, and Domineering De- 
baucheries, enrage the People, and diſho- 
nour their Cauſe, he will ſo demean himtelf, 
as to beable to make St. PauPs Appeal where- 
{oever he hath had his Quarters ; Tea are 
witneſſes, aud God alſo, how holily, and juſt- 
ly, and unblameably we behaved our ſelves a- 
Mong you. 

W hence come the W rongs and W aſt- 
ings, the Swaggerings and Inſolencies, the 
Extravagances and Immoralities complained 
of 


[17 ] 
of in all Ages among the Camp ? Come 
they not hence, even of your Luſts that war 
in your Members ? from the want of real 
Piety in your hearts ? This would lay the 
Axe to theR oot of all ſuch flagitious Enor- 
mities, reſtrain your Paſſions, and bridle 
your Appetites ; make you Civil and So- 
ber, Grave and Humble. And that is the 
other good effect of being Devont in a Sol- 
dier : As it maketh him a more couragious 
one, ſo, which isno ſmall thing, it will make 
him a more orderly One. And this is the 
firſt thing ſaid in praiſe of our Genturion in 
the Text, that he was A devout man. 

The next that followeth is, that he was 
One that feared God with all bis houſe. Al- 
though this Expreſſion is uſually taken as 
Synonymous with the former, and both but 
a Variety of Words to note a Gentile Pro- 
{elyte of the Gate ; one that was come off 
from Idolatry to the Acknowledgment of 
the true God ; yet it being put with ſuch 
diſtin good Qualities as follow, we ſhall 
rather take it as ſeveral, to add ſomething 
D more 


[15 ] 
more to the preceding Phraſe ; and fo, as by 
being Devout, underttood ſtrictly, was fig- 
nified the Pofzrzve part of his Piety, his Zeal 
in God's Service: -So by this Jatter, may be 
comprehended the Negative , his dread of 
doing any thing that was diſpleafing to him. 

Fear in it ſelf indeed is but an ill quality 
for aSoldier ; but though he ſhould haveno 
other Fear, yet this is as requiſite for him as 
any Man. That Character which the Noble 
Mountaigny giveth of the Lyar, that he is a 
Brave towards God, and a Coward towards 
Men, ſhould be inverted in Soldiers ; they 
ſhould be Braves to Men, here like that Gene- 
rous Creature deſcribed, Fob 39. 21. T hey 
ſhould rejoyce in their ſtrength, and go on to 
meet the armed men ; mock at fear, and not be 
affrighted, neither turn their backs from the 
ſword ; ſay among the Trumpets ha, ha, and 
mel] the battel afar off : But it is no: Diſho- 
nour to them to be what we may call Co- 
wards towards God ; to tremble at his Ter- 
rors, and. have their Hearts. melt at the Con- 
lideration. of his Power and Anger : Here 
Limeroul- 


[. 19 ] 
Timerouſneſs is a Vertue, and Fear a pro- 
per Grace for them. 

Firſt, It will keep them from fighting in 
a bad Cauſe. 1 do not affirm, that a Soldier 
is bound, always to be ſatisfied in the juſt- 
nels of the VW ar he is engaged in ; where he 
is a Subjxx&t, and required upon his Alle- 
giance, or prefled by his Lawtul Prince, in 
whomthe Power of Peace and W ar is lody- 
ed ; though he is not, he may ſerve with a 
good Conſcience ; and he do a Daty in 
obeying, even then, when his Prince may 
commit a Sin in commanding. But when 
they are free, and go of their own accord 
into Forreign Service, there they may not, 
if the Cauſe beſomuch as doubttul to them: 
And above all, when they are not free, but 
obliged to the contrary, both by the Laws 
of God. and Man : In ſuch Caſes as thele, 
to draw their Swords, is to become Accel- 
ſories toall:theBlood that is ſpilt, and Mil- 
chief that is done in it ; -a Sin that can be 
Meaſured only by the ſadneſs of the Etieas 


of it. 
D 2 But 


{ 20 ] 
But (alas!) when will the World be fo 
happy, as to have none of this Profeſſion 
do fo ? None ſo mercenary and Atheiſtical, 
as to engage any where for Pay, without re- 
ard to what is Right ? If there were nor, 
then Subjed&s would never fight againſt their 
King and Laws, and difcontented Spirits 
want Inſtruments to diſturb the Peace of 
their Countrey : Then the beſt conſtituted 
Church in the World had not been laid 
Waſte by Violent Hands, nor an Heredi- 
tary Flouriſhing Monarchy pulled down by 
the Ambition of a few, ſeeking Great Things 
for themſelves : Neither we nor other Na- 
tions ſhould have ſuffered, or have caule to 
fear any ſuch dire and {ad Calamities, if all 
that uſe Arms were like this Centurion, Men 
fearing God, That is a Firſt Thing it ferv- 
eth for ; It will keep Men from fighting in 
a bad Cauſe. There is 
A Second that is like unto it ; and that 
is, It will make them Faithful in a Good One ; 
not to betray their Truſt for any Tempta- 
tion. of Intereſt or Advantage. This. the 
Romans 


[21 ] 
Romans took ſuch care of, that they liſted 
none while they had taken an Oath to that 
purpoſe, which they called by the Great 
and Venerable Name of Sacramentum ; a - 
thing ſo ſolemn with them, that the Chriſti- 
ans have choſe to borrow that VW ord, to 
expreſs their entring into Covenant with 
God by. 
But what are Oaths ? and where are the 
Force of them, if Men have no real ſence of 
Religion ? Like Sampſon's Withs, they may 
pretend to be bound with them ; but when 
thereis occaſion, they will as caſily ſnap them 
in ſunder. Emnſebinstelleth us of the Father 
of Conſtantine, that once it came into his 
Mind to give out, that all that ſerved him 
in any Othce, ſhould Sacrifice to Idols, or 
elſe quit their Places : Vhen the time came 
that they had all given in their Determinati- 
ons, quite contrary to their Expectations, 
Thoſe that choſe rather to lay down their 
Employments than ſo wound their Conſci- 
ences, he kept in, or advanced to higher: 
Truſt ; thoſe that, to comply with his Hu-- 


MOUT.,, 


[| 22 ] 
mour, were ready to turn Idolaters, he dil- 
miſſeth their Commands ; mis 6 dv panna hav 
quadtes 3 For how, ſaith he, ſhould I imagine, 
but that upon Occaſron, theſe Men will be trea- 
cherous to me ; that make no more of being ſo 
to their God ? But the fear of him is a great 
Security for any Man's Fidelity, It it be 
ſo, that he indeed feareth God, upon this 
Account he feareth to befalfe to Men. And 
ſo much ſhall ſuffice for the Second Qualifi- 
cation of this Soldier in the '} ext ; He was 
One that feared God with ll bis houſe. 

The Third Good Thing He is here upon 
Record for is, that He gave much alms to 
the people. This is a Vertue that is rare to 
be found any where, and therefore to meet 
with it in {uch a one, muſt be the more ex- 
traordinary ; elpecially, confidering the de- 
gree of his Clarity ; it is not only Alms, 
that perhaps may beſaid of moſt, at one time 
or other ; but Arch Alms ; Much, confi 
dering his Condition and Abiliry ; joyned 
to the Reality of it, not to a Gang orPar- 
ty, but zo the People. This is {till an Ad- 
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dition to the preceding Commendations. 

There are two things implyed in it. 

The Firſt is, The Sincerity and Integrity 
of bis Heart. It argueth, that the reſt of 
his Religion was not a fly Pretence to amuſe 
and delude the Rabble with, a Hypocriti- 
cal Cloak to hide his Ambicion and 0- 
ther Vices under ; bur Truth and Upright- 
nels. There are many Duties of R ban 
may be performed, and yet they that per- 
form them may not be Religious. I hey 
may Pray long, Faſt often, Hear much, 
Speak well, and yet be molt egregious Dif: 
ſemblers. Theſe things being cheap, Men 
will not ſtick at them, where they tee they 
may carry on any W orldly Ends by them. 

But this Duty, that ischargeable, and ly- 
eth heavy upon their Purſes, Hypocrites are 
not ſo forward in ; here they will be ſureto 
do no more, than is of ablolute necellity, 
for the Support, either of their Faction or 
Reputation. And therefore you: may 
obſerve, that when done as it ought,. the 
Scripture calleth this. Emphatically ,. by: 


the: 
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the Name of Righteouſneſs ; Dent. 24. 13: 
Speaking of it, it is added, It ſhall be righte- 
ouſneſs to thee before the Lord thy God : And 
Dan. 4. 27. Break off thy fins by righteouſ- 
neſs, and thine imquity by ſhewing mercy to 
the poor ; becaule it is one of the beſt and 
molt convincing Arguments of Righteoul- 
nels among men, that may be. This there 
was on our Soldier's fide in the Text, to e- 
vidence, that his Devotion and Fear of God 
was not an affected deſigning ſhew, it is ac- 
companied with Good Works ; He gave 
much alms to the people. As this argued the 
integrity and ſincerity of his Heart, fo it 
did allo 

Secondly, The T enderneſs and Compaſſio- 
nateneſs of bis Nature. It is Plato's Chara- 
er of a Soldicrin his 7 imexs, that he ſhould 
Le 44669) 5 640 ol IA DY Axe gilai, TEXQG- x01 were, 
that be ought to be both fierce and mild, rough 
' and gentle ; the one to behave himlelf in the 
Field, and the other when he is out of it; 
Such a one ours in the Text was ; we have 
no reaſon to doubt of the former, but that 


he 
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he had Fiercene(s and R oughnels enough tor 
the Field ; a Roman, truſted with a Com- 
mand in a Place fo prone to Mutinies and 
Commotions, as they had ever found Ju- 
dea was: And here you have a plain Ac- | 
count of the latter, the Mildnels and Sweet- 
nels of his Temper ; he was kind and mer- 
ciful. 

Fruits of the Spirit, highly requiſite to 
preſerve him from Tranſgreſſions of a Cry- 
ing Nature, that too many of the Profelli- 
on makelightof ; Violence, Cruelty, W aſt- 
ing, Plunderivg, &>c. 

He in whole Heart God hath pur it, to 
give that which is his own to Others, mult 
needs abhor to take that which is not his 
own from Others. Although there never 
want Milcreant Achans, who make it their 
Buſinels to enrich themſelves this way, not 
tearing the Curle of ſuch ill gotten Spoils ; 
he walketh according to the Baprilt's Rule, 
[o do violence to no man, and to be content 
with his wages : Giving that charge to him- 
ſelf, that the Emperour did to his Army ; 
E, that 
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that, if he take any thing, it be De pred? 
boitis, not De lachrymiss Provincialium, This 
Centurion is fo far from oppreſſing People, 
that, to-the utmoſt of his Ability, he is {till 
relieving them. That is the Third Thing 
in his Chara&er, He gave much alms to the 
people. There is one thing yet behind : It 
is added of him, that 

He prayed to God alway. Let not the Du- 
ty ſuffer in its. Reputation, or the Man be 
thought the worle for it, becauſe of thatim- 
pious abuſe of it by the Late Centurions a-- 
mong our ſelves : What though they made 
it a Broker to Perjury and Murther ? A 
Pander to Treaſon and Sacrilege ? A Stal- 
king Horſe to Oppreſſion and Ulurpation ? 
So the Sun that ruleth the Day, hath. been 
abuſed by High-way-Men toRob by; and 
Wine, that maketh glad the heart of Man, 
by. the Malicious and Revengeful, to con- 
vey Poylon in: Be not prejudiced into 
Prophaneneſs from the ſcandal of their Pha- 
rifaick. PraQtices. It cannot be but that Of- 
fences will come ; but do not deride or neg- 
lect 
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le& Prayer in general, becauſe of this. 
It you will make it a Warning to you, - 
from uſing or attending on ſuch unfitting 
ways of praying by inconſiderate, that [I 
add not Wicked, Ignorant ; not to fay 
Blaſphemous, Addreſſes to the Majeſty on 
high, in contempt of all pre-meditated, o- 
lemn Forms of Devotion, in that you will 
not ſin againſt this Pattern atall ; but far be 
it from you, to reje& or di{-ule all praying 
to God tor it, your Circumſtances require 
it in an eſpecial manner. There. are two 
peculiar Benefits you will reap by it. 
Firſt, It will procure you Prote@ion. 
Secondly, It will make you Vidtorious. 
Firſt, It will procure you Protetion. The 
Proverb faith that, He that knoweth not how 
to pray, let him be ſent toSea. It the Storms 
of that make the loofeſt of Men call upon 
their God, one would think the greater Pe- 
rils of War ſhould never fail. Who is it 
that covereth your heads in the Day of Bat- 
tel? is it not the Lord ? Who is it that, 
among the promiſcuous Bullets, maketh one 
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to be taken, and another left ? Is it not the 
] ord ? Whoisit that commandeth the De- 
jiruction on the Right Hand, and on the 
Lett, that it ſhould not come nigh thee ? 
Is it not the Lord? 1 King. 22. 4. A 
certain man drew a bow at a venture, and 
ſmote the King of Iſrael between the joynts of 
the harneſs, That which is Fortuitous as 
to Men, is Providential as to God : The 
Man ſhort at random, but God direReth the 
Arrow to fulfil a Prophefie. It a Sparrow 
doth not fall to the ground without your 
Heavenly Father,concludetheHairs of your 
Heads are numbered ; and this is a way to 
et him to take care of you. Thar is a 
firſt Benefit. As it procureth you Prote- 
Qion, 1o 
Secondly, It will make you Viforious. 
You know the Race is not always to the 
Swift, nor the Battel to the Strong ; The 
likelielt Preparations may miſcarry : Gide- 
on's three hundred Men proved Conquerors, 
when the Vaſt Numbers of the Midian- 
ites ſerve anly to do.execution upon one a- 
nother, 
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nother.. The beſt Cauſe may go by the 
Worſt ; The Plalmiſt complaineth, T how 
haſt cait off, and put ws to ſhame , and goeſt 
not forth with our Armies ; but hait ſcatter- 
ed us amonest the heathen. There is no de- 
pending on any thing but God's Aſſiſtance 
and Ble(ling ; and with what reaſon can a- 
ny hope for this, that do not ask for ir ? 
Although, as long as Moſes lit up his nands, 
Iſrael prevailed over Amakk ; when he 
let them down, Amalek prevailed over I{- 
rael, When it was told to Murchard, Kins 
of Limſter, that Henry the Second, from 
the Cliffs in Wales, diſcovering the Coalt: 
of Ireland, ſhould ſay ; If it be no farther, 
with my Ships I will make a Bridge thither : 
He demanded it he added not, W:th the 
Grace of God : And it being anſ{wered, he 
uſed no ſuch words in the Paſlage ; he faid 
more chearfully, Well then, 1 fear him the 
leſs, ſeeing be truſteth to himſelf ſo much. It 
you look no higher than your lelves, your 
own Strength or Valour, »>kill or Con- 
duR&, youcannotexped to proſper : Hethat 

dorty 
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dothſo, muſt apply himſelf to him, in whoſe 
Hands are all Events. So doth this Centuri- 
on here ; this is ſaid to be his Practice, in this 
laſt part of che Text ; as be was a devout 
man, and one that feared God with all bis 
bouſe ; which gave much alms to the people, 


ſo, be prayed to God alway. 


We have now taken a ſufficient View of 
him, to know the Man and his Communi- 
cation : Bur ſeeing I am at this time in the 
midſt of ſo many of his Profeſſion ; T ri- 
bunes, Centurions, and a Whole Band, much 
more conſiderable in their Quality and Cir- 
cumſtances than this {[ralzan ; I muſt not 
have done without one particular Word to 
you upon the whole : And when T have di- 
{patched thar, with all the brevity that may 
be, I hall no longer detain you from march- 
ing. 

Sir Walter Rawleigh, diſcourſing whe- 
ther the Greeks or Romans were the better 
Soldiers, very fairly concludeth that the 
Engliſh were better than both. Nor is this 
the 
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the partial Judgment of a Countrey-man of 
our own alone, but'you have a general Re- 
nown in the Nations that are round about 
you : You need not go to any, to- learn 
the Art of War. Bur yet, as Solomon 
ſent the Sluggard to the Ant, to learn of it ; 
you mult not think much, if I ſend you-to 
this Roman in. the Text, to learn ſomething 
of him, that may make you yet better Sol- 
diers than you are, In other things there is 
none of you, but, it is probable enough, 
may go beyond him ; but: here are {ome 
things, wherein Tam afraid, there is not any 
of you but may comeſhort of him.: what- 
{oever is here written of him, is written.for 
your Inſtruction ; and if you. will take out 
theſe from him, to be Devout, and ſearing 
God, &c. then you will be perfe&, and 
lacking nothing. 

Let not this be thought inconſiſtent with: 
your Profeſſion, whatever Liberties too ma- 
ny of it give themlelves, it. hath been as fa- 
mous for Men eminently Pious, asany what- 
ſoever, The firſt Man that we read pro-- 
telling: 
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telling Chriſt afrer his Crucifixion, was a 
Soldier, in that hour of Darkneſs when his 
Followers fled, Diſciples fainted, Rabble 
derided, a Soldier and his Company own- 
ed him; A/at. 27. 54. T be Centurion and 
they that were with bim, feared greatly ; and 
faid, truly this was the Son of God, Naxi- 
anxen in his time had a Ceſarins, St. Baſel a 
Gordins. And a learned Writer, ſpeaking 
of the Noble Army of Martyrs , faith, 
Pars melior ex Wiiitibus ; T he greater part 
of them were Soldiers. 

I mult confeſs as to this, no very glori- 
ous things are ſpoken of you, to ſpeak plain- 
ly, upon account of the late unnatural War, 
very abominable ones : T here being then 
fo many found, not only of ſuch as behav- 
ed them{elves {candalouſly in a good Caule; 
Þut even of ſuch, as made no Conſcence of 
rakingup Arms ina Badone. Ilpeak not this 
to ſhame you, but, as my Beloved in the 
Lord, 1 warn you. 

And for as'muci as this was done upon 
Pretences of Rel-gion, and the Fear of Gd, 
[et 
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ſt it be a warning to you, for ever to be- 
ware of that Religion, that exhorted Men 


to do ſo; and that Anti-chriſtian Fear of 
God, that is not joyned with Honouring of 


When even Barnabass were: 


the K ing : 


drawn away with their Diſſimulation, bear 
with me, it F am jealous over you with a 
Godly Jealouſte. 

Eſpecially, Conſidering of what Impor- 
tance to the Publick ſuch a Company as 
yours is; where every one, for your Emi- 
nent Skil and Experience, are not to berec- 
koned as lingle Men, bur as leading Figures 
when they [tand before Cyphers ; whoſe 


ConduQ, where-ever you. place your ſelves, 


veth valueto others, and maketh them ſtgni- 


fie. 90 that if the Light that is in you ſhould 


be Darknels, by reaion of the Conſequences: 


of it; how great might that Darknelsprove !. 


Ic is not any diſcontenred or: conceit- 


e& Faction I am commending to- you :: 


Thee, however they diſagree among them- 


{lves, are well known, all to agree in this ;; 


to. Equivocate, and ipeak ſulpiciouſly of 


þ 


Subs- 
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SubjeRion to the Higher Powers : But the 
Pure and Undefiled, Subſtantial and Sound 
Religion of that Church, whoſe Apoſto- 
lick Principles allow no Pretences whatſoe- 
wer tor Rebellion and Dil-loyalty. 

Take heed to your ſelves, and to thoſe 
that you admit among you, that you benot 
poyloned or ſeduced, but rooted and ground- 
ed in this ; and the Truths and Dodrines of 
it, will be Armour of Proof for you againſt 
all Temptations of ſuch Kind, you can be 
allaulted with. 

Be ſuch as this teacheth and requireth you, 
ſo Sober and Pious, Knowing and Sincere ; 
and you will be better guided ; Then you 
will never pretend Inſpiration to go againſt 
Scripture, nor plead Conſcience for caſting 
oft your Allegiance ; then. you will never 
engage againſt Lawtul Authority, nor be 
hired to iupport Incendiaries or Ulurpers ; 
then you will never delight in War, fo as 
to defire the evil Day, for your private ad- 
vantage ; nordeny your beſt and utmoſt Ser- 
VIce1n it, it there bea Caulce that calleth for it. 


So 
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Sofar will you then be from theſe,or any o- 
ther of theſe Evils that ſo often attend upon 
the Profeſſion, & have cauled it to beevil [po- 
ken of ; that all Generations will record you, 
not only for the W orthics of the Earth, but 
good Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt too : You will 
be a Glory at home, and a Terror abroad ; 
a Seminary of Valour, and Walls to your 
Countrey ; the Church will pray for you, 
and the State will prize you ; the King will 
truſt you, and your God will bleſs you : 
Bleſs you, if you ſhall be put upon Service, 
with Honour, and Victory, and good Suc- 
ceſs in this World; and when you have fought 
2 good fight, and finiſhed your courſe, and keps 
the faith ; henceforth there 1s laid up for you a 
Crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the 
righteous Fudge, will give you in that day, and 
not to you only, but ro all thoſe that Ive his ap- 
pearing. 


Now unto him who is the Captain of our 
Salvation, the Author and Finiſher of 
our Faith, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous ; 

with 
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with the Father, aud the Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed by us, and the whole Church 
Militant here on Earth, all the King- 
dom, the Power, and the Glory, for e- 


ver aud ever, Amen, 


